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exhibit only the shallowness of liis scholarship and the degrading self-delusion of an arrogant and fatuous mind.
It is probable that few readers of "Eureka" ever seriously tried to understand its metaphysics. Its power — other than the fascination which some readers   feel in whatever makes of their countenances " a foolish face of wonder" — lies in ifcs exposition of Laplace's nebular theory and its vivid and popular presentation   of   astronomical   phenomena.    In this physical portion of the essay it has been fancied that Poe anticipated some of the results of later science ; but this view cannot be sustained with candor.   His own position that matter oarae from nihility and consisted of centres of force had been put forth as a scientific theory by Boscovich in 1768-69, had been widely discussed, and had foxind its way into American text-books. The same theory in a modified form had jiist been revived and brought to the notice of scientists by Faraday in his lecture in 1844.   It has not, however, occupied the attention of first-olaas scientific men since that time.   There may be, in the claim that " the recent progress of scientific thought runs in Poe'a linea," some reference to Sir William Thomson's vortex theory of the constitution of atoms, but its resemblance to Poe's theory of vortices is only superficial, for what he puts forth waa 'jJM&elY a revival of one of the earliest attempts to explain the Newtonian law, long since abandonedct his metaphysicstion          s Ingram, li, 144., nor moral
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